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The purpose of this research project aims at exploring femininity represented in
the works by the British postmodern novelist and feminist Angela Carter.  Founded
on my previous research of Carter and focusing on her Nights at the Circus, this
project explores the question of how Carter deals with the issue of femininity and that
of whether Carter, as afeminist, reveals ideas that would shed new light on thisissue.
The latter concern, without doubt, involves the study of the feminist discourses on
femininity and sexual difference, especially the post-feminist ones with recourse to or
arguing against Lacanian concepts. In thisregard, this research project resorts to the
Lacanian argumentation of femininity, as well as his theorization of sexuation and the
controversial dictum--“The Woman does not exist.” Apropos of femininity, this
research also maps the “dialogues” between Lacan and feminists like Mitchell, Rose,



Irigaray and Kristeva. By means of exploring their similarities as well as differences
in perspective, this research intends to find out whether the female subject Carter
representsis ahysterical one or she reveas adifferent insight from the
aforementioned feminists.
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