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Aims and methods: To survey the spatial uses by shophouse occupants in
preserve-based of living courtyards. There has been litter work in Taiwan
on the private’ s intention of the inner courtyard preservation and the
treatments they use. Using a questionnaire as pilot test, we compared a
sample (up to this paper) representing the general population (n=83) with
a sample attending enclosed courtyards (n=34) to access their level of
preservation.

Results: Nearly half of the general population sample had closed or
covered the original living courtyards and become as part of shop section.
The major reasons are a need of space enlargement and due to water
protection. It would seem therefore that become a trend in Taiwan.

Implication: If the general public do not care about the natural value of
courtyards, this is likely to limit the public interest to the street

frontages only.
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